
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “Outward,” is the fourth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.   Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir

Connections: Mission Photo Show
     You may have noticed that our summer 2015 
mission photos are back up on the walls! As 
many of you know, Aldersgate took teams of 
individuals to Guatemala, Louisiana, Panama, 
and Wichita Falls. We also have photos from 
Aldersgate member, Bryan Furr and his 
mission trip to Peru, as well as McMurry 
University’s mission trip to Haiti. Pastor Steve 
is currently leading us through a sermon 
series about being the church. I hope that you 
take some time to revisit these photos and 
contemplate what it means to be the church as 
a member of Aldersgate, a resident of Abilene 
and in a global perspective. I encourage you to 

find the people that you see in the photos and to ask them about their experience. I hope you allow this to 
serve as an opportunity to connect with others in the church, share witness to the goodness of God and 
learn more about our friends around the world. I hope that these photos can remind you and me that we 
are indeed called to love and serve one another! — Jessica Watson



      I need your help. We have a family at the Academy that is in need of prayer. Baylee Meyers is a super sweet 
little angel in our three-year-old class. Last week, she and her parents went to Cook Children’s Hospital in Ft. 
Worth to have Baylee checked for what they thought 
was an infection in her spine. What they learned is 
every parent’s worst nightmare. Baylee was diagnosed 
with stage four neuroblastoma cancer. They have put 
in a chemo port and her chemo starts Tuesday. 
     This is all occuring on the sixth anniversary of the 
death of their older son. This sweet family is in need 
of lots of prayer and support. You can track Baylee’s 
progress on a Facebook page “Prayers for Baylee.” Her 
parents’ names are Brian and Stephanie. There is also 
a gofundme.com/BayleeMyers account set up if you 
would like to help the family financially. Cards can be 
dropped in the metal box outside of my office or given 
to the church office. Please help us show this family 
that Aldersgate cares. Thank you! 
— Carol Rogers

Academy Connection:  Prayers for Baylee

Children’s Ministry: Lock In
     Who loves staying up late, playing 
games and eating junk food? Kids! 
Here at Aldersgate, we like to have 
fun just as much as we like to learn, 
and it is even better when you can do 
both at the same time! This Friday, 
the focus will be mostly on having 
fun, making new friends and getting 
to know church friends  better at our 
lock-in. We will start the fun at 7:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall (please 
eat dinner before you come) where 
we will have games, crafts, contests, 
and we will end the evening with a 
movie and going to sleep. Parents 
can pick up your kids at 8:30 a.m. on 

Saturday morning. This is for kids in 2nd to 5th Grade and the cost is $5 per child. Please bring a sleeping 
bag, pillow and clothes to sleep in. You also are welcome to invite your friends! Please email Alayna at 
children@aldersgateabilene.org to let her know if you are coming. — Alayna Brooks



Being Church:  What God has made us to be together...
Outward
Acts 1:1-8

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Lord’s Prayer, The Kingdom of God, Jerusalem, and the Holy Spirit

God’s vision of Genesis 12:1-3 reborn!

Our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and ends of the earth….

LOOK UP! (John 4:35)

Barriers to Outward…

 The Temptation of our own Agenda

 Scary

 Costly

 Doubt

My Response….

“Small things done with great love will change the world… Anyone—anyone—who is motivated by God’s 
love can change the world.  Anyone—anyone—who is willing to leave the safety of everyday routine for 

the sake of saving lives (physical and eternal), can change the world.”  
— from Outward by Steve Sjogren p. 85.  This is an great book! 



Being Church: What God has Made us to be Together ... Outward
Growth Group Questions 

Week 2: January 24-30, 2016
1. In what area of your life are you most adventurous (new places, new people, new foods, 
    new experiences)? Do you wish that there was an area where being adventurous came 
    easier to you?
   

2. Think of a challenging place you have been asked or required to go to. Please explain 
    what made it so difficult. How did it turn out?

3. What one thing really grabbed your attention during this week’s sermon? Was there 
    anything new that you learned?

4. Read Genesis 12:1-5 and Acts 1:1-8.  What sticks out to you about these passages?  
    What are their similarities and differences?

5. Pastor Steve talked about how we could relate Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
    the ends of the earth to various types of people in our lives and people in reasonable 
    proximity to us. What did he mean by this? Do you think it is really practical and 
    doable to be a witness for God in all these different arenas?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. Pastor Steve talked about four barriers to being outward focused followers of Jesus.  
    Which one did you most relate to? How could the members of your Growth Group help 
    you overcome it?

7. Read Acts chapter 10. What shortcoming or sin pattern do you think Peter was 
    struggling with? What happened as a result of him pushing through his barriers and 
    allowing the Holy Spirit to lead him through his vision and experience with Cornelius?

8. Pastor Steve said, “Being led by the Holy Spirit is the key to realizing God’s vision for 
    our lives to be outward-focused people who bring God’s holy love to others who are 
    crying out, whether subtly or not so subtly, listen to me, love me, serve me, share with 
    me.” What practices do you have in place that help you to be led by the Holy Spirit? 

9. Share a story about a time you were being intentionally outward focused. What 
    difference did it make? Do you really believe the line that small things done with great 
    love will change the world? 



College Ministry: “I Desire Mercy, Not Sacrifice”
      Last week during The Oaks, we opened our Bibles to Matthew 9:9-13 for our time of devotion. This 
is one of my favorite passages of Scripture. Jesus responds to the Pharisees’ confrontation about his table 
fellowship by drawing upon a phrase from Hosea 6:6, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” With this quote, Jesus is 
recalling many of the Old Testament prophetic voices who worked tirelessly to help God’s people understand 
that their spirituality is not just a matter of cultic worship through sacrifices and offerings. Instead, God 
desires for the covenant people to live justly with their neighbors and to exhibit compassion, mercy and 
contriteness of heart. Unfortunately, the Pharisees 
in this story lack the imaginative capacity to see 
their faith in God in such a way. They just could 
not understand why Jesus would share a meal with 
people who are so sinful. Even more, the Pharisees 
could not, or do not even try to, understand the 
personal situations or complex backgrounds of 
Jesus’ dining companions. This passage of Scripture 
can challenge us in many ways, but this week I am 
focusing on my own capacity to view my faith, as a 
deeply devoted disciple of Jesus, through the lenses 
of justice, compassion and mercy. 
— Kyle Watson

Senior Adult Ministry: Starting Something New
       “For the perfecting of the saints, unto the building up the 
body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12
     If you have not met me yet, I am Reed Justus, and I have 
been asked to start a ministry for senior and retired adults 
here at Aldersgate. This will be a ministry for, by and with the 
senior and retired adults in our church. Did you know that 
one out of every eight Americans is over the age of 65? In fact, 
there are more of us than there are teenagers! We seniors and 
retirees have needs from fellowship, to prayer, to support and 
much more. We are still an active bunch, and I’m excited for 
this opportunity to launch something new here at Aldersgate! 
We will be starting with a design team that will decide on the 
direction of this ministry. From there we will  form other 

teams that will shape more specific areas such as prayer and communications as well as brainstorming fun 
ideas for activities. This may seem a little overwhelming with the width and depth of this ministry, but it is 
also exciting.
        I hope, as we go forward, that you will hold us up in prayer, and if you are interested in helping with or 
participating in this ministry, please call or email me at (254)580-2247 or jolietreed@yahoo.com.
       Grace and Peace! — Reed Justus



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           1.17.2016

Budget for 2016 = $
Received This Week = $6,718.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $43,662.27
Received Year-to-Date = $43,662.27
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $2,282.08

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 239
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 161
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 400
                                                   Sunday School = 202

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

The Food Pantry would like to provide paper 2016 calendars to its families. If 
you have extras you would like to donate, please bring them by the church office.



In the World                

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Jan 24: Exodus 22-24, Psalm 24
Jan 25: Exodus 25-27, Psalm 25
Jan 26: Exodus 28-29, Psalm 26
Jan 27: Exodus 30-31, Psalm 27
Jan 28: Exodus 32-34, Psalm 28
Jan 29: Exodus 35-40 (skim),
              Psalm 29
Jan 30: Leviticus 1-4, Psalm 30
              Leviticus Video 

  Daily Readings

Missions: 2016 International Mission Trips 

• June 18-26, 2016 
• In support of the work of UMC missionaries     Rev. David and 

Cindy Ceballos.  
• The team will conduct a vision screening clinic in the mountain 

village of Guabal. You need no  special training or certification 
to be a member of this team. 

• The trip will cost approximately $700 for Aldersgate members.
• Contact the team leader, Jack Darnell, at kb1rd@icloud.com or 

325-829-7537 for more information.

• July 30 - August 7, 2016
• For this trip, our team will help construct a multi-purpose 

facility in Punta Delgadita and another TBD effort to further 
connect the new church with the rural and impoverished 
community. 

• The cost will be approximately $650.
• This trip is primarily for college students; however, all are 

welcome. 
• Contact the team leader, Kyle Watson, at 325-665-9116 or 

kyle@aldersgateabilene.org for more information.

• May 30 - June 6, 2016
• The team will go to 
New Life Children’s 
Home in Villa Nueva 
where we will minister 
to the 58 kids in the 
home and perform light 
construction work based 
on the skills of the team. 
For example, last year we 

painted the exterior of the school. 
• Browse www.nlai.com for more infomation.
• The trip will cost approximately $650 for Aldersgate members.
• Contact the team leaders, Greg Jaklewicz at jaklewiczg@

reporternews.com  and Kevin Ripple at kevin.ripple@att.net for 
more information.

Panama I 

Panama II

Guatemala 


